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Voted a 2000 Book of the Year by Christianity Today! The Intelligent Design movement is three
things:a scientific research program for investigating intelligent causesan intellectual movement
that challenges naturalistic evolutionary theoriesa way of understanding divine actionAlthough
the fast-growing movement has gained considerable grassroots support, many scientists and
theologians remain skeptical about its merits. Scientists worry that it's bad science (merely
creationism in disguise) and theologians worry that it's bad theology (misunderstanding divine
action). In this book William Dembski addresses these concerns and brilliantly argues that
intelligent design provides a crucial link between science and theology. Various chapters
creatively and powerfully address intelligent discernment of divine action in nature, why the
significane of miracles should be reconsidered, and the demise and unanswered questions of
British natural theology. Effectively challenging the hegemony of naturalism and reinstating
design within science, Dembski shows how intelligent design can be unpacked as a theory of
information. Intelligent Design is a pivotal, synthesizing work from a thinker whom Phillip
Johnson calls "one of the most important of the design theorists who are sparking a scientific
revolution by legitimating the concept of intelligent design in science."

"Einstein once remarked that the most incomprehensible thing about the world is that it is
comprehensible." This statement, quoted by William Dembski, is a way of summarizing
intelligent design theory, which argues that it is possible to find evidence for design in the
universe. The author of The Design Inference (a scholarly exploration of this topic published by
Cambridge University Press) in this book aims to show the lay reader "how detecting design
within the universe, and especially against the backdrop of biology and biochemistry, unseats
naturalism"--and above all Darwin's expulsion of design in his theory of evolution.Intelligent
Design is organized into three parts: the first part gives an introduction to design and shows how
modernity--science in the last two centuries--has undermined our intuition of this truth. The
second and central part of the book examines "the philosophical and scientific basis for
intelligent design." The final part shows how "science and theology relate coherently and how
intelligent design establishes the crucial link between the two." This suggests that Dembski is
not simply rejecting Darwin and naturalism on fundamentalist or biblical grounds. While
grounded in faith, he wishes to show how "God's design is accessible to scientific inquiry." As
such, the book should be of interest to all thinking believers. --Doug ThorpeFrom Publishers
WeeklyUntil recently, the argument for designAthat nature (especially living organisms) shows
the hand of an intelligent artificerAwas generally viewed as an abandoned relic of the pre-
Darwinian past. Dembski and his colleagues at the Discovery Institute's Center for the Renewal
of Science and Culture have worked over the past decade to rehabilitate the concept of



"intelligent design" not only as a plank of natural theology but as a theoretical resource within
science. This collection of essays represents Dembski's efforts to remedy the conceptual
fuzziness and lack of empirical content that plagued older versions of the design argument.
Dembski recasts design as a problem in information theory, of empirically detecting the
"complex specified information" that we attribute to intelligent causes. Although design
inferences in biology or cosmology are obviously controversial, Dembski aims to normalize them
by comparison to similar inferences routinely made in cryptography, forensic science and the
search for extraterrestrial intelligence (SETI)Athe latter being an especially effective
counterexample to the claim that detecting unknown intelligences is impermissible as a scientific
project. The book also presents more theologically oriented essays, including an especially
astute analysis of the demise of British natural theology and an evocative (if unsympathetic)
description of what Dembski sees as the "religious" character of scientific naturalism. Other
material interspersed throughout the collection is less clearly related to intelligent design but
gives a sense of Dembski's overall theological perspective. Readers who are principally
interested in intelligent design itself, or who do not share the authors' theological interests, may
find this distracting. (Nov.)Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.ReviewAn important
book that deserves a wide audience. -- First Things, May 2000Christianity Today 2000 Book
Award Winner, Christianity and Culture category -- Christianity Today, April 24, 2000Dembski
has done a fine job of putting the ID and specified-complexity pieces of the puzzle in layman's
terms. -- National Catholic Register, Mar. 26-Apr. 1, 2000Read more
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Ebook Library Reader, “The Best of the Creationist Books. Most of the creationist literature
consists of retreaded arguments that have long since ceased to be taken seriously. The
arguments from minimum complexity or variations on the blind watchmaker argument have been
around for 150 years. These arguments pose a minimum level problem for biologists and are no
argument in favor of anything, let alone the Judeo-Christian God of Genesis.Dembski and his
fellow advocates of intelligent design have at least come up with a new theory and Dembski is at
his best when he discusses information theory as it relates to intelligent design of the universe.
Briefly stated, Dembski's theory is that a purely naturalistic system, such as evolution cannot
create information, therefore the existence of information in DNA and throughout the living world
implies an intelligent creator who imparted that information. Demski actually does a great job of
making this sound compelling. However, see Skeptical Inquirer, Marh/April 2001 issue for a
critique of his theory.While Dembski's information theory has a certain attraction to it, the theory
does little to compell one to adopt the Judeo-Christian deity of Genesis. Indeed, information
theory would seem to argue for the deist position, that a deity set the universe in motion and
then let it proceed according to the naturalistic laws by which it was created.Indeed, one is
struck by the gulf that separates Dembski's discussion of information theory and his discussion
of miracles, Moses and the Bible. Dembski is attempting a "bridge" between science and
theology, but in the end what he wants is to shoehorn Genesis into contempory biological
science.If you are interested in current creationist theory, this book is as good as it gets. He is
head and shoulders above Philip E. Johnson and other creationist writers. However, for a
complete picture, also read Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker or The Selfish Gene. For a
critique of creationism, try Robert T. Pennocks Tower of Babel and for an introduction to the
history of creationist thought in America (Creationism is an American development) read
Darwinism Comes to America by Roland L. Numbers.”

George Shollenberger, “Science Returns to the Right Path of Thought. Contrary to the
conclusions of many historicans of science, modern science originated with the teachings of
Jesus Christ. This statement can be understood better if one interprets the teachings of Jesus
metaphorically and includes the gnostic Gospel of Thomas in the research. Further, modern
science was given its first major boost with the panentheism of Bishop Nicholas of Cusa in
1440. With Cusa, we find for the first time that the universe has no center. Cusa was prior to
Copernicus; is cited by Kepler; and was educated at the University at Padua where Galileo
taught. The followers of Cusa can be traced to Italy (Da Vincim et al), to France (the Merseene
Group), to Germany (Kepler, Leibniz, et al) and to Georg Cantor. None of these followers
separated science and theology. So, Dembski's thoughts are aligned to the path of this group
and the teachings of Jesus Christ.Other modern scientists went on a different path by claiming
that science cannot consider a supernatural being into any scientific investigation. The



Enlightenment makes this claim. This claim is a major error in science because the existence of
a supernatural being, which is God, can be proven scientifically. Further, science can prove that
God and the universe are connected logically, that is, with dipolar concepts of panentheism.With
respect to intelligent design, Demoski shows us that chance and natural law are not excluded
middle opposites. Intelligent designs(many of them)lie in between chance, the flip of a coin, and
natural laws. Among these designs is the design the 'best' universe by God. On the
development of intelligent design, Dembski is thus again on the path of the above group of
Cusanus followers and the teachings of Jesus Christ.Dembski's theory of information is new. If
one assumes that information is the content of a communication system, then one can conclude
that God is communicating information to us through the language abilities He gave us and the
many things He created. St. Paul told us about this information at Rom. 1:18-20.Indeed, this
book is very progressive.”

The book by William A. Dembski has a rating of 5 out of 4.4. 111 people have provided
feedback.
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